The members of this Society are now old friends, and for some years have derived help and encouragement from our annual, or, as it used to be, bi-annual meetings. I, personally, have learnt much, not only at our public gatherings but also during the confidential chats which follow, and am sure that other members would testify to the same effect. But this is indeed a great occasion, which will live long in our memories. We are to-day to have the assistance of colleagues from another Continent, whose names are in many instances already well knowTn to us, and with whom we gladly make personal acquaintance?an acquaintance which we look forward to ripening into friendship. From So much for the teaching and organisation in the hospitals. Of the position in private work it is naturally more difficult to obtain details, but it is certainly improving. In London and the other teaching centres the supply of really highly-skilled anaesthetists is large and increasing, and even in the smaller towns it is now comparatively common to find one or more men or women who do some general practice, but are also accepted in their neighbourhood as specially skilled in our branch. This is as it should be. 1912, 1913, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924 , Let us hope she will decide to have the lowest anaesthetic death-rate, and that she will do it soon.
